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Excerpt 1 (Powerful Opening)

Brothers and sisters of Champagnat Marists in Chanflil—monks, lay men and women—
and especially the teachers’ committee who extended this invitation, and the dear parents’

committee: welcome!

This occasion that gathers us today is a cherished national day we celebrate every year.
Since | became aware of life until today, we have never celebrated it without a deep sorrow in

our hearts,
for our country’s independence is still in the making—and how difficult is this construction!
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Excerpt 2 (Educational & National Essence)

How do we strengthen our society from within?

We strive to educate a non-sectarian generation, one whose belonging to Lebanon and to
humanity

is far deeper than to any sect or denomination.

To achieve this, we, as educators, must undergo experiences that transform the deeply rooted
stereotypes about the "other" in our subconscious, and we must nurture our spiritual depth. True
spiritual formation, when properly crafted, cannot produce a sectarian generation;

for spirituality is the very opposite of sectarianism and closure.

V7 B0k g Ak gl Aaadl (o g i) Jlail) ALY 5 8 e LEY) — 22D
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